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By M.I. SLACKWEU
ifld LAKRY EERJVARD

CAHOK1A - High levels of PCB*
{poivchtoriAatfd bipnenyls) found in the
norri part of Dead Creek ditch pose m
ini.i:fa:ate threat to public health and
safety, state officials said today.

Jiffies Kelty. a chemist and member of
the Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency's Emergency Response Unit.
released results of chemical testing of It
suii and water samples taken from the area
Juno* c.if last two weeks.

Thetesrtsai.wsonwedhighlevelsof metals
conference in ifteCahokia Village HaU this
tri.rnmu, shr<ww 17.000 paruper million of
PC3* in an area of the ditch 30 yards sooth
of i^a?ny Avenue, with decreasing levels
AS ir.e crevk moves south.

Thrf«s.ji.so .showed high levels of metal*
m fhe southern part of the creek, with
decreasing amounts farther north.

A aurn;w token from a private water wetf.
;n:!w idObtoek.A Walnut Street showed the
presence of pesticides, but Kelty said they
*«? from a source other than Dead Creek.

\. ,,-v >a.'fl an extremely high coacea-
'.....r.J m do area 40 yards aortaof Joduh

r\.-iiy said t!H> substances
vri.nk> oeaith tl>nMt unless a punoa
cxjhMed u tne chemK aJs tor iMg psriaai.

"IV matrrwls tn dm dttdl art
(ti<u$ only tu that extent." Kafy MU*.

iiiJuduhUoeut
prevent peopie from kicK^ng up con-
taminated soti and irom dumping in the
area.

IEPA officials said it will taw time to
determine who is responsible for the
situation. Officials said they were inves-
tigating reports of a buried dump on a
three-acre site south of Sauget Vitiate HaU.

Kelty said investigators have, checked
the length of thecreex tu the rr.er, but have
not taken any samples.

Officials are unsure if any contaminants
have gone past Judith Lane. A blocked
culvert could have prevented that.

Keity also tested soil south of Judith Lane
to determine tf contaminants had spread.
Concentration of metais such as copper,
lead, nickte. barium, xinc, and phospho-
rous were found in a sample taken JS yards
south of Judith Lane.

IEPA officials announced a three-phase
plan for handling the Dead Creek situation.

Phase 1 — the chemical testing u
determine if there was a health and safety
hasard — was announced this morning.
Phase 2 will concern iiattf with the long-
term impact of the contamination, as well
as determining wha is responsibe. Phase I
will address deawp and disposal. Of-
ficials said they did not knew how long it
would take to complete the investigation.

Last week. ttoU-aVCOant G«ard checked
therreektodeterminjetfaaycaatiuiuaants

JudM Lam t» the
•T A CnMinnWflknntt fcl*' dnV

UWSt Guard i'.iKuRies .(J'.'JlVi.'U ,..,;.
mere is any threat Ji a •.av^,.r,;l' *
WJV. !>UCC JS tiHf Ml.S.Si .*.;:; .;.

From where toxic tncm.t.jia r^;-
were :ound in ;ne creek or. Juii::r. ;-.:
the MLsoissJppi River ;

irrn r.,-,i.'
1 has own contamindiec •*!;,: T
cancercauniriK dgent. jno .s «;;.!
chemicals. Earlwr IEPA tes.io nUu .
PCB levei* u.' Jb ppin in ine crw
Judich Une «nd 5-2W ppm south o
Avenue.

IEPA offkiais disc are chcrkini;
reports that a Sauget landfill on
Avenue near tAtcreen. aperaiw
mayor of Sduget. Leo S^uget.
been used for haurdous waste (i

Kelty Mid officials have
"unonicial and unconfirmed
pr.manJy trom p«>p.e whu .uv
theanNiforai(in|!tjme"dOi.u: me ̂ r.
But he said no immediate contiu^o.
be drawn from the report.

"Th* information is pretty .sktriun ^r..i
conflicting. We aon''i h..'w ACV :;.;.-..-
definite." ne said. "Aii we've -;u: ..-<•
rumors — a couple of dfi<>nyn:oii.s p.\,,-->-
call*. There M a iot or opfn ^r.iui.c u., ..-.i^r.
sMte of the ditch."

Savgtt was the first mayor of ?-•» vaij^e
of AV persons, which is lutkca uer*ifr
Eaat St. Louis aid Canokia. He op*: m<*; a
4»>cft landfill that hu» ixt-n ci.>>-ii for

20 yMrs. sain hi* sun «na
.ihMb'fe
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